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Joy W. Pope Memorial Grant in the Arts
A grant program from the John William Pope Foundation
Application Period: July 1 - September 1, 2024 | Award Date: January 2025
As North Carolina continues to grow and evolve, so have the state’s art traditions. Today, North Carolinians, from Murphy to Manteo, celebrate, host, and create art of all varieties. Through the Joy W. Pope Memorial Grant in the Arts, we hope to support innovative ideas and highlight the valuable contributions arts make to our communities. The Arts fund will award up to $100,000 this year. The process and requirements are the same for both the arts and human services grant funds. 
Guidelines
We designed the Joy W. Pope Memorial Grant Funds to recognize innovative projects across all spectrums of arts and human service work. However, the grants are not intended for medical research. Your proposed project could be an entirely new creation, a change in how things are done (ex: improving processes, procedures, equipment, facilities, etc.); or an endeavor that expands your work (ex: reaching new populations). Regardless of your proposed project, the result should be a quantifiable gain for the organization and the people it serves.
· Organizations are limited to one project-specific proposal.
· Eligible projects include capital improvements (new or existing), program development and execution, equipment, and technology. This list is not exhaustive, and we will consider other grant purposes.
· We will not consider requests that amount to general operating support.

· Proposed projects should not be endowment, debt relief, or crisis funding requests.
· Projects should be complete by the end of the granting year, and we will ask grant recipients to submit a final report.

Amount Awarded

The Joy W. Pope Memorial Grant in Arts operates as a funding pool, rather than one large prize. Each grant fund will offer up to $100,000 in grants – potentially resulting in more than one award. Organizations should apply for an amount between $20,000 – $100,000.
Application Process
Applications are accepted from July 1 – September 1, 2024. Funds will be awarded by January 2025. Applications can be submitted online. If you need assistance, please contact us at (919) 871-3329.

Required Information and Documents
· Basic contact information.
· A project narrative that includes 1) a description of your project 2) the project's timeline 3) details about whom the project will serve/reach 4) explanations of how you will measure the project's success 5) brief descriptions of the key people involved in the project and any relevant qualifications 6) details about how you are obtaining funding for the project 7) and what specific portion of the total cost that the grant will fund.

· A copy of your most recent signed and submitted 990. If you do not file a full return, please submit a copy of your IRS Letter of Determination showing the tax-exempt status.

· A copy of your most recent audited financials (if you don't perform audits, a balance sheet for the most recent completed fiscal year reflecting assets, liabilities, and net assets is sufficient).

· List of current board members/officers and staff.

· Project budget (entire project--not just the portion of the project that the Joy W. Pope Memorial Grant will be supporting).

You may apply online or by mail – please submit only one way:
Applying Online 

You will be able to enter all the requested information and upload attachments (all common file types supported) through the application portal. After submitting your application, you will receive an automated confirmation email and a personalized confirmation email.
Applying by Mail

Please submit all requested information in one package using the paper application guide that is included on pages 3-4 of this guide. Submit all paper applications via mail (postmarked by 9/1/2024) to John William Pope Foundation, 4601 Six Forks Road, Ste 300, Raleigh, NC 27609. You will receive an emailed confirmation letter that we are in receipt of your package.

Timeline
· Applications accepted: July 1 - September 1, 2024
· Decisions made: December 2024
· Recipients notified and grant issued: January 2025
· Public announcement: Early 2025
· Final report from the selected organization due: January 2026
Evaluation Criteria
Pope Foundation staff reviews grant proposals and make recommendations. Our board of directors makes the final decision. Evaluation questions we ask are:

· Is the project consistent with the mission and values of the Pope Foundation?

· Does the proposed project create something new, do something better, or do something differently?

· Does the proposal detail the need and explain the quantifiable gain for the organization and its clients?

· Is the project a good use of one-time funds?

· Is there a viable funding plan if costs continue past the first year of the project?

· Is the budget practical and necessary?

· Does the organization seem to implement best practices in their work?

· Does the organization have the qualifications to do the work?
Paper Application Guide
2025 Joy W. Pope Memorial Grant in the Arts 
Please complete and submit the additional requested information

Organization name: 

Federal Tax ID/EIN: 

Physical address: 

Mailing address (if different): 

Website:

Phone number: 

Mission Statement:

Year established:

Brief history:

Grant contact first and last name: 

Title/Position: 

Office phone:

Cell phone: 

Email: 
CEO/President first and last name: 

Title/Position: 

Phone: 

Email: 

· A project narrative that includes a description of your project, the project’s timeline, details about who the project will serve/reach, explanations of how you will measure the project’s success, brief descriptions of the key people involved in the project and any relevant qualifications, details about how you are obtaining funding for the project, and what specific portion of the total cost that the grant will fund. 

· A copy of your most recent signed and submitted 990. If you do not file a full return, please submit a copy of your IRS Letter of Determination showing the tax-exempt status.

· A copy of your most recent audited financials (if you don’t perform audits, a balance sheet for the most recent completed fiscal year reflecting assets, liabilities, and net assets is sufficient).
· List of current board members/officers and staff.
· Project budget (entire project - not just the portion of the project that the Joy W. Pope Memorial Grant will be supporting). 

Submit all paper applications via mail (postmarked by 9/1/2024) to:
John William Pope Foundation

Attn: Joy W. Pope Memorial Grant 

4601 Six Forks Road, Ste 300
Raleigh, NC 27609

You will receive an emailed confirmation that we are in receipt of your application package. 
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